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March 7, 19^3 


Honorable Lyndon 3. Johnson 

Vice President of the United States 

The Capitol 

Washington, D. C. 


Dear Lyndon: 


I am attaching a copy of a statement which I released in the 
House of Representatives today in regard to intelligence. I 
think the situation is getting out of hand, and I felt this 
action on my part might possibly he helpful to you in dealing 
vith it. 

I only made up ny mind to make this statement this morning 
after reading in the morning paper about intelligence which 
we had gathered, in Cuba, with respect to Soviet activities 
in and near caves in Cuba, according to a high-ranking Army 
officer. 

If I can be helpful in this important matter, I would be 
honored to have you call upon me. 


Sincerely, 



Enclosure 
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5®. Si^AJCEa, I nhaU e*k the President, the Vice ftresiiisat and the Speaker of tha 
Eousc to undertake to coordinate a course of action for the purpoe* of halting tha 
rapid erosion cf our national intelligence effort. The present situation la 
outrageous ax£ intolerable. 

Sher* hu been talk of an intelligence gap. Thar© is aa inteHigeae* 
^s^. '&& gap is in the intelligence of those vbo are daily revealing tha secret* 
of the intelligence operations of the Sfeited States Goverzoeat. la recent vml a t 
th^re has been a great exceee of talk about the procedures of our iirtalli&SBce 
apparatus . Critics bare sade public steteaeate on aatters v alc h shonld a&nsr fee 
^ 1f ^, ft& ^» in public. 3a« £d»ini*tratioa baa i^at^LBiy allowed itself to ba 
gee£e& into revealing inforaatioa detriwatal to~~euX^beat interests. 

along vita ©icy other Aawriaaas I aa^t^ftj? of these demonstration* of baA 
jtsd^sot. »r«ry Jay see* high refittas^ia^lligfcnca officer i* <a*ot<ad in the 
newspapers oa one subject or &aot£fia% J&ese are sen *ho, froa the standpoint of 
the general public, should j^&hcsHe-geea nor heard. A passion for aaonyaity is 
en integral part of thair (tobs, Jjtesber* of both the Legislative and Executive 
braschas have publicly discussed flatter* *hich should only be discussed behind elcce 
doors. Esasfiline* are not so precious as to warrant jeopardising our natiooal sacsri 
5b® deterioration of secrecy ia regard to our intelligence -gathering technics** 
be^aa is i960 *aaea a V-2 pleas *©3 ahst dosn over Cassia, leitaar the Sxseativ© 
branch nog 1 the Legislative breach ia blsusiless ia revealing secrets. Both Be®©***** 
@s^ gepnblleaas sust share tha bless* 5as creation, bcsflsver, is not so auch ifoo is 
to blase for the past, but samara do if® go froa her®* 

So b@ sssccssafsi, intelligence actlvitis* aust be socrsrt. So 1st t&* eas&QT fcasar 
#2£fc tor asqr ©f his secrets «■§ ^sssr asa Jwst tshica osss *® do not know, giv@s Ma ft 
pg^oalsas ^vantage. Scday^s hsgadSlas say cost the lives of the bs»a sources *£ 
iaf orsstisa. 2he eaasay can find car intelligence sources saach acre easily unea ha 
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(&*SA of Texas Srcataaeot) - 2 - , 

jam voat vo have found out. Siis tocsrladg* helps to pinpoint the location of 
iotelll£«ee activities, and once kaoviag the locatioa, the di sc o ve ry of the sesaM 
la ouch MLilor and as a result iartelLigaece sources dry up. 

Gar l aam Uni ty and indiscretion in these constant disclosure* le easing us the 
3^?Hlh1w8 stock of the vorld* Officials In Mosccv, Piping, tad Saraae ajst 
epplBad our stolidity is anaosaacing pwhllciy facte vnlca they voald gladly speed 
tags issas of isaoey endeavoring to obtain. Beeponaihility on our part is urgawfely 
regdrsd* Let «e be allent with respeet to these saasitira natters. 

tS% «fahs &C<3es, aa Director of €24, la charged *±th protection of lateUl^see* 
octsrees. flahUe Iwr 253, &>tfe Cfefigresa, lat Session, state*, "And provided forthaa 
that the ZHrectcsr of Central XnteIHg*oce ahan_^j freeponalble for protection 
intelligence sources and aethods froa uoantherlsed enclosure; *• I caUL on hi m to 
fully carry out the difficult aod lmpoa&tet/p&ttea at his office la thia rospect. 
a governawxt-vida coordination of effort isNrequired, 

In* rtmmricaa people are iatexwted ia oar intellig«ee actlYltles* Shey are 
iatwesrted In ell phages o^SS wor&ags of their goveransst and their curiosities 
ere aroeaed by the aura cfU^r*t«y asd advest&re *&£ch aurreua&s the lntelllge&s* 
hugiaaaa* Sut «e are aot playing ^see*. §jr notices! ©arrival to a great estsst 
depends spon ©nr knowledge of ear e&eal&t* activities. 5b* price ¥© pay for the 
IxDairy of penile disclosure of tefcanigesss® activltis* la the fter^gsp eroslofi of 
our esgsshilitiea la thia field. It Is difficult essoaggs to ofctais iaftsmfeiCB fires 
dosed eoeeualet societies. Sfes ^aricaa people, the press, aad t&s official* otf* 
the &ecatlT© and isgialBtiye fers&shsfi of th© aave^Bsaat @sst §to$ @&lag a sost 
diffleaLt taafc sore difficult, 

Shere la rocaa for plenty of dlscusslss and critic tss of" oa& g &rw msmfc tfithoot 
revealing sensitive intelligssce infecraation. 
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